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Tax- Payers,  Read! 

—  » 1 1 » —  — — 

TO  THE  mm  OF  rm  tun  of  Mioma^w. 


Notwithstanding  the  importance  of  the  National  issues  to  be  decided  in  the  ap- 
proaching election,  you  have,  each  and  all  of  you,  equal  if  not  greater  interests 
involved  in  the  affairs  of  State  policy  which  are  also  to  be  decided  at  this 
same  election. 

That  you  may  be  enabled  to  vote  understandingly,  and  with  a  full  view  of  the 
present  financial  condition  of  the  State  as  compared  with  its  condition  when  sur- 
rendered by  the  democratic  administration  into  the  hands  of  republican  officers  on 
the  first  day  of  January,  1855,  we  present  to  you  the  following  facts  and  figures 
which  have  been  taken  from  the  published  official  documents  for  the  several  years 
mentioned  respectively.  The  figures  have  been  carefully  compared,  and  we  believe 
no  error  can  be  shown  in  the  tables  given.  Head,  lax-payers  of  Michigan  !  you 
who  have  found  that  while  the  prices  of  your  labor,  your  produce  and  your  land  were 
continually  decreasing,  yet  your  taxes  have  continued  to  increase  in  amount,  until 
within  the  past  year  they  have  doubled  the  amount  of  former  years — and  until  they 
have  become  almost  unbearable.  We  repeat,  read  the  following  and  then  see  if 
you  cannot  give  a  good  guess  as  to  whose  door  the  blame  lies  ;  and  we  will  add, 
when  you  have  discovered  who  and  what  party  is  responsible  for  this  shameless 
squandering  of  the  people's  money,  we  doubt  not  you  will  have  the  manliness  and 
the  courage  to  cast  your  vote  in  a  manner  which  will  correct  these  abuses  and  bring 
back  the  government  to  that  system  of  econoaiy  and  prudent  management  which 
characterized  the  former  democratic  administrations  of  Governors  Barry,  Felch 
and  McClelland. 

What  the  Republican  Party  Promised. 

At  the  convention  held  at  Jackson,  in  Julj,  1854,  where  the  republican  party 
was  formed  and  christened  by  that  name,  and  put  in  nomination  the  State  officers 
elected  in  November  of  that  year,  they  aunounfced  distinctly  their  State  policy. 
They  then  adopted  unanimously  the  following  resolution  : 

"  Resolved,  That  in  relation  to  the  domestic  afairs  of  the  State,  we  urge — 

"  1.  A  more  economical  administration  of  the  government. 

"  2.  A  more  rigid  accountability  of  our  public  officers. 

"  3.  A  speedy  payment  of  the  balance  of  the  public  debt. 

''  4.  The  lessening  of  the  amount  of  TAXATION. 

"5.  A  careful  preservation  of  the  Primary  School  and  University  funds,  and 
their  diligent  application  to  the  great  objects  for  w?iich  they  are  created. 

*'  6.  And  also,  further  legislation  to  prevent  the  unnecessary  or  imprndent 
sale  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  State. 

Such  were  their  promises.  If  they  have  kept  them  well,  thsy  deserve  to  be  sus- 
tained. If  they  have  violated  them,  they  should  I::' condemned.  If  they  have  pur- 
sued a  directly  contrary  policy,  they  should  be  overwhelmed  by  the  public  indigna- 
tion. Let  us  examine  each  of  these  propositions  i:y  vhe  record— for /ac<s  are  what 
men  should  base  their  judgment  and  action  upon. 


A  IVIore  Economic     Administration  of  the  Government. 

In  order  to  see  the  amount  of  economy  practised  by  the  republican  party,  we- 
must  ascertain  the  amount  of 

Expenditures  by  Democratic  Administrations. 

If  the  reader  will  turn  to  the  reports  of  the  State  Treasurer,  he  will  find  the 
total  amount  of  expenditures  for  the  years  mentioned  to  be  as  follows : 

In  1850 $449,451  54 

Inl851 353,056  82 

In  1852 421,918  97 

Inl853 396,449  39 

In  1854 433,469  57 

A  total  for  five  years  of c ^,054,346  29 

An  average  of 410,869  26 

Expenditures  by  Republican  Administrations. 

The  same  authority  will  show  the  expenditures  of  the  succeeding  five  years,  as 

follows : 

In  1855 $624,777  88 

In  1856 639,879  06 

In  1857 679,979  19 

In  1858 848,015  85- 

In  1859 736,822  73 

Total  for  five  years $8^29,474  71 

And  an  average  of 705,894  94 

"We  have  then,  for  5  yeaTs  of  republicao  rule,  aji  expenditure  of.    3,529,474  71 
We  have  for  five  yeai's  of  democratic  rule 2,054,346  29 

Showing  an  increase  of  expenditures  by  the  republican  party  in 

five  years,  over  the  five  years  preceding,  ot $1,475,128  42 

And  an  average  yearly  increase  oi 295,025  68 

These  figures  do  not  show  a  •'  more  economical  administration  of  the  government." 
On  the  contrary,  they  furnish,  of  themselves,  the  most  positive  proof  of  a  system- 
atic and  persistent  violation  of  the  pledges  of  the  republican  party.  And,  unless 
there  is  some  good  and  sufficient  excuse  for  this  enormous  increase  of  expenditures, 
they  must  stand  condemned  by  the  record. 

Republican  Excuses. 

But,  reply  the  republicans,  our  partjr,  in  making  appropriations  for  the  humani- 
tary  institutions  of  the  State,  in  paying  interest  on  the  State  debt,  and  in  paying 
Statt  indebtedness,  have  expended  a  million  and  a  half  more  of  money  than  the 
democrats  did  in  the  same  length  of  time  for  the  same  objects. 

Let  us  examine  this  excuse  and  see  how  much  validity  there  may  be  in  it. 

In  the  first  place  we  will  assert  h|ere,  that  a  large  portion  of  the  appropriations-, 
particularly  those  for  the  erection  ol  the  Agricultural  College  and  House  of  Correc- 
tion, were  of  that  same  class  of  Squandering  profligacy  and  corruption  that  has 
characterized  the  other  expenditures  from  the  treasury.  Again,  the  State  was  in  a 
anuch  better  condition  in  1855  to  make  appropriations  than  it  had  ever  been  before. 

Democratic  Appropriations,  Interest  and  Debt  Paid. 

The  report  of  the  Auditor  General  for  1850  will  show  that  the  sum  of  $449,- 
<461.54  is  therein  set  down  as  the  total  State  expenses  for  that  year,  and  that  sum 
contains  the  following  items : 

Interest  on  general  fund  and  Penitentiaiy  bonds $6,774  94 

Interest  on  University  bonds 3,000  00 

Zntere(#  on  general  fund  warrants 425  05 

Interest  bonds  paid 34,067  20 

Pnll  paid  loan  bonds  paid 35,000  00 

Part  paid  loan  bonds  paid.;: 24,26106 

Intfflual  improvement  warrant  bonds 11,900  00 

InteroBt  paid  on  five  million  loan 13,526  96 


Interest  paid  on  Pontiac  R.  R.  bonds 5,970  00 

Interest  paid  on  adjusted  bonds 471   ii     ^ 

Exchange  and  commission 750  63 

Interest'on  internal  improYenient  warrant  bonds 14,959  5() 

Internal  improvement  warrants  paid 9,640  9& 

Interest  on  internal  improvement  warrants 3,603  80 

Treasury  notes  and  interest 54  10 

Land  warrants 67,637  82 

Land  warrants  refunded 1 00  00 

Asylums 544  53 

Expenses  constitutional  convention 31,463  05 

$264,151  S9 

The  total  expenditures  for  1851,  as  stated  at  $353. 050. S2.  contain  the  following 

items,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  report  of  the   Auditor  General  for   that 

year: 

Legislative  expenses $53,801  27 

Interest  on  general  fund  bonds 15,119  70 

Expenses  of  convention 4,552  15 

Interest  on  five  million  loan 10,770  00 

Interest  on  internal  improvement  wariant  bonds 15,733  50 

Interest  on  Detroit  &  Pontiac  R.  R.  Bonds 6.270  00 

Interest  on  adjusted  bonds 5,912  82 

Interest  on  treasury  notes 10  05 

Interest  on  internal  improvement  warrants , 105  11 

Part  paid  bonds  paid 65,331  76 

Internal  improvement  warrant  bonds  paid 3,650  00 

"Warrants  issued 19,589  77 

Exchange  and  refunded 260  22 

Asylums 1,602  1 S 

$202,709  57 

[We  give  item  of  legislative  expenses — in^the  comparison  this  becomes  as  an  ex- 
tra charge  upon  the  treasury,  because  it  was  an  extra  session,  necessary  in  conse- 
quence of  the  adoption  of  the  new  constitution.] 

The  total  expenditures  for  1832,  $421,918.97,  contain  the  following  items: 

Interest  on  general  fund  bonds $12,137  00 

Bonds  paid 1,100  00 

Interest  on  five  million  loan  bonds 10.770  00 

Interest  on  internal  improvement  wairant  bonds 12,602  40 

Interest  on  Detroit  &  Pontiac  11.  R.  bonds 5,430  00 

Interest  on  adjusted  bonds 15,153  39 

Interest  on  treasury  notes  and  intern?.!  improvement  warrants 59  06 

Bonds^paid ." 182,645  36 

Exchange,  warrants,  &c 3,233  94 

$243,131  15 
In  the  $396,449.39,  for  1853, "appear  the  following  items: 

General  fund  bonds  paid <. $27,060  00 

University  bonds  paid 5,640  00 

Penitentiary  bonds  paid 3,600  CO 

New  State  offices 10.464  12 

Interest  on  five  million  loan 8,970  00 

Interest  on  internal  improvement  warrant  bonds 2.01 1  33 

Interest  on  Detroit  <fc  Pontiac  R.  R.  bonds 3,750  00 

Interest  on  adjusted  bonds 1 9,778  19 

Interest  on  internal  warrant  and  treasury  notes 683  81 

Bondspaid ."' 70.239  75 

Warrants  issued,  exchange,  &c 7,435  97 

Asylums 1,993  59 

$161,626  76 
Among  the  expenditures  for  1854,  $433,469.57,  are  the  following  sums: 

Interest  on  general  fund  bonds $6,000  00 

Interest  on  University  bonds 6,240  00 

Interest  on  Penitentiary  bonds 3,600  00 

New  State  offices 9,650  99 


Interest  on  five  million  loan  bonds 11,910  00 

Interest  on  internal  improvement  warrant  bonds 240  78 

Interest  on  Detroit  &  Pontiac  R.  R.  bonds 7  |4()  OO 

Interest  on  adjusted  bonds 20  374  02 

Interest  on  treasury  notes  and  warrants '  1 1  (j  94 

Bonds  paid '  47,075  76 

Exchange  and  warrants H,01 4  22 

Asylums '.'.'  25'63l  54 


$140,993  25 
Let  US  recapitulate :     In  the  five  years  preceding  the  power  of  the  republican 
party,  the  democratic  party,  out  of  a  total  expenditure  of  $2,054,316.29,  paid  out 
for  extraordinary  appropriations,  payment  of  the  public  debt  and  the  interest  there- 
on, and  for  public  institutions,  the  lollowing  sums : 

I"  1^-'^^ $264,151  39 

in  l^-"^! 202,709  57 

In  1^^- 243,131  15 

I"  1^^3 161,626  76 

In  1^5^ 140,993  25 

$1,012,612  12 

Republican  Appropriations,  Interest  and  Debt  Paid. 

The  expenditure  of  $624,777.88,  for  1855,  will  appear  from  the  report  of  the 
Auditor  General,  and  as  part  of  the  items,  as  follows  : 

Interest  on  genei'al  fund  bonds .,  S6,830  37 

Interest  on  Penitentiary  bonds 3500  00 

Interest  on  University  bonds 5970  00 

General  fund  bonds  paid 21  000  00 

House  of  Correction n  '533  gc) 

Agricultural  School ..[.[....'.  10^358  95 

State  Prison 24,000  00 

Interest  on  five  million  loan jO  980  00 

Interest  on  internal  improvement  warrant  bonds 255  11 

Interest  on  Detroit  <fe  I'ontiac  R.  R.  bonds 5  370  00 

Interest  on  adjusted  bonds , 20028  76 

Interest  on  treasuiy  notes  and  internal  improvement  warrants 423  71 

Internal  improvement  warrant  bonds  paid 13,140  00 

Adjusted  bonds  paid , 24.394  84 

Exchange  and  warrants  issued j  803  82 

^f^jlunis ; *'-"''.'.'.'//.'."".  59',214  53 


$218,903  98 


In   1856  the  total  expenditures  were  $639,879.06,  in  which  are  the  following 
items : 

Interest  on  general  fund  bonds ^4  290  00 

Interest  on  Penitentiary  bonds 3^570  00 

Interest  on  University  bonds 3^940  00 

General  fu)id  bonds  paid 79000  00 

House  of  Correction i  q'vf^o  oi 

Kepairs  Stare  Prison 22  000  00 

Agricultural  College ; /_\"  34,181  50 

Interest  on  five  million  loan i \  10620  00 

Interest  on  Detroit  (fe  Pontiac  R.  R.  bonds ...'.'.'.'.',  5*310  00 

Interest  on  adjusted  bonds '  59917  02 

Interest  on  internal  improvement  warrants '.'"  421  86 

Adjusted  bonds  paid '  _ 3  (jq^j  (y^ 

Exchange,  land  wairants,  &c 12458  22 

•Asylums .'.'"-*.".'.'.!!;;;;;;;;.";  41192 13 


$297,900  48 

The  expenditures  ^or  1857  were  $679,979.19.     The  following  items  comprise  a 
part  of  the  amount : 

Interest  on  Penitentiary  bonds g.3  530  00 

Interest  on  University  bonds '.'.'.'..'.','.  5' 940  00 

Heuse  of  Correction [  18'773  76 

Agricultural  College ......../.[.  48,619  01 


state  Prison 22,000  00 

Interest  on  tive  million  loan 10,650  00 

Interest  on  Detroit  cfe  Pontiac  R.  R.  bonds 5,220  OO 

Interest  on  adjusted  bonds 102,517  04 

Interest  on  internal  improvement  warrant  bonds 444  37 

Exchantre,  warrants,  ttc 1,187  31> 

Paid  adjusted  bonds 2,269  46 

Paid  internal  improvement  warrant  bonds 4,600  00 

Asylums --  56,945  67 

$282,796  70 
The  expenditures  for  1858  are  put  down  at  S84S,015.85.     The  following  are  the 
items  for  interest,  payment  of  the  public  debt,  and  appropriations: 

Interest  on  I'eniteiitiary  bonds $3,570  00 

Interest  on  LTniversity  bonds 5,940  00 

University  bonds  paid  (paid  by  the  issue  of  new  bonds) 99,000  00 

House  of  Correction 15,000  00 

Agricultural  CoUei'-e 3.158  85 

State  I'rison I 13,000  0(V 

Inlerest  on  five  naillion  loan 10,680  OC- 

Interest  on  Pontiac  R.  R.  bonds 8,58f>  OTt' 

Interest  on  adjusted  bonds 103.908  19' 

Det.  «.t  Pontiac  R.  R.  bonds  paid  (paid  by  the  issue  of  new  bonds)     yT,.0OQ  00 

Adjusted  bonds  paid ." 1,220  00- 

Internal  improvement  warrant  bonds  paid 500  00- 

Exchange,  warrants  issued,  ttc 3,759  44 

$364,6111  48 
For  the  year  1859  the  total  expenditures  are  put  down  at  $736,822.78'.      The 

following  items  comprise  the  whole  of  the  payments  on  the  public  debt,  interest^ 

and  appropriations : 

Interest  on  Penitentiary  bonds $3,000  OO 

Interest  on  temporary  loan  bonds 3,500  00* 

Interest  on  renewal  bonds 12,960  00> 

Paid  Penitentiary  bends  (paid  by  the  issue  of  new  bonds) 20,000  00 

Reform  Sch(K)l 2,000  00 

Agricultural  College 17,676  45' 

State  Prison 3.000  00 

Interest  on  five  million  loan 10.560  00 

Interest  on  adjusted  bonds 103,145  82 

Paid  adjusted  bonds 1 .285  70 

Exchange,  land  warrants,  tkc 820  64 

Asvlums 42,692  38 

Saut  Ste.  Marie  Canal 35,324  74 

$255,965  74 
We  recapitulate :  There  was  expended  for  interest  and  principal  of  fehe  Stata 
debt  and  for  State  institutions: 

In  18,^)5 $218,903  98 

In  1856 297,900  48 

In  1857 2H2,796  70 

In  1858 364,611  48 

In  1859 255,965  74 

$1,420,178  38 
Amount  expended  by  democratic  administrations  for  the   same 

purposes,  as  stated  above 1,012,612  12 

Balance' in  favor  of  republicans , $407,566  46 

Difference  in  expenditures  for  five  years 1 ,475,128  42 

Balance  as  above 407,566  46 

Republican  excess  of  expenditures $1,067,501  96 

These  are  all  the  appropriations  paid   from  1850  to  1860.     We  can  now  arrive 

at  a  correct  comparison,  and  see  if  the  republican  party  have  paid  a  million;  and  s 

half  more  for  these  objects  than  the  democrats  did  iu  the  same  length  of  time. 

From  this  chain  of  figures  we  have  just  this  result.- 


6 

While  the  total  expenditures  of  the  republican  party  for  five  years  exceed  the 
total  expenditures  of  the  democrats  for  the  five  years  precediog  by  one  million  four 
hundred  ajid  seventy-jive  tJimisandone  liundred  iiventy-eigJit  dollars  and  forty-two 
cents.  ($1,475,128.42,)  their  expenditures  for  interest  and  principal  of  public  debt 
and  cxtiaordinary  appropriations  exceed  the  expenditures  by  democrats  for  like 
purposes  but  four  hundred  and  seven  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars 
and  forty-six  cents,  ($407,566.46,)  and  which  leaves  one  mil/ion  sixty-seven 
ikousandfue  hundred  and  sixty-one  dollars  andninetysix  ce;2^5  as  the  best  possible 
showing  for  the  republican  party,  v^^hich  has  been  filtered  out  of  the  treasury  to 
favorites,  and  for  speculation  and  corruption.  Giving  them  all  they  claim,  and  here 
is  over  a  million  of  dollars  for  which  the  State  has  received  nothing.  This  is  cer- 
tainly a  '■'iiwre  economical  administration  of  the  goveruTinenV^  with  a  vengeance. 

But  lot  us  examine  these  figures  in  another  point  of  view : 
The  total  expenditures  of  the  democratic  administration  from   1850 

to  1854  inclusive,  were $2,054,346  29 

Out  of  vvhieli  was  paid  out  for  extraordinary  appropriations,  payment 
of  public  debt  and  the  interest  thereon,  and  for  public  institu- 
tions,        -         , 1,012,612  12 

Leaving  for  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  State  government,  $1,041,734  17 
Which  is  an  annual  average  for  the  five  years  of        -         -         -         $208,346  83 

Now  remember  that  it  was  the  expenditure  of  this  amount  for  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  the  government  (and  not  the  extraordinary  expenditures)  which  was  de- 
nounced by  the  republicans  who  organized  the  party,  as  improvident^  and  they 
pledged  the  new  party  to  '•  a  more  economical  administration  of  the  governmenty' 
Well,  let  us  see  what  is  their  average  for  5  years : 
The  total  expenditures  by  republican  administrations  from  1855  to 

1859,  inclusive,  were $3,529,474  71 

Out  of  which  they  expended  for  interest  and  principal  of  the  State 

debt,  and  for  State  institutions,         .....  1,420,178  38 


Leaving  for  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  State  government,  $2,109,296  33 

Which  is  an  annual  average  for  the  5  years  of      -         -         -         -        $421,859  26 
An  increase  of  over  One  Hundred  tek.  cent,  in  5  years. 

Republican  Excuse. 

But  the  republicans  tell  us  that  the  population  of  the  State  has  increased,  and 
therefore  the  expenses  of  the  government  would  naturally  increase.  That  may  be 
correct  in  a  degree,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  salaries  of  the  State  offi- 
cers, being  fixed  by  the  Constitution,  are  the  same  as  under  the  democratic  admin- 
istrations. The  length  of  the  legis^lative  sessions  are  the  same — forty  days — and 
'therefor^e  the  increase  ought  to  be  in  a  less  ratio  than  the  increase  of  population. 
i  11!  s^e  what  is  the  per  cent,  of  increase  of  population  in  five  years: 

'     The  population  of  the  State  in   1850  was         ....         397,536 

In  1854  it  was 509,374 

This  would  be  a  ratio  of  increase  in  five  years  of  44  per  cent.,  while  the  expenses 
bf  the  government  have  increased  over  One  Hundred  ter  cent.  ;  and  this,  too, 
iwhen  they  proclaimed  that  they  would  reduce  the  expenses. 

\    CVn  these  facts  be  reconciled  with  an  honest  administration  of  the  State  finan- 

jow  can  wonder  at  their  refusal  to  allow  an  investigation  of  the  books 

at  Lansing,  when  the  evidences  of  wrong  and  corruption  arc  so  glaring. 

A  more  Rigid  Accountability  of  our  Public  Officers. 

The  violation  of  this  pledge  has  been  so  barefaced,  impudent  and  insulting,  and 
has  resulted  in  the  exposure  of  such  an  amount  of  official  corruption,  as  to  defy 
bbe  power  of  language  to  give  it  the  proper  coloring. 


How  two  Legtelatures  shielded  the  State  Treasurer  from  any  Accountab.hty. 

OnTe  third  day  of  the  extra  session  of  the  Legislature  of  1858,  the  follow..g 
resolution  was  offe/ed  by  a  de-oeratic  member  of  th^  House  ^^ 

"  Resolved,  That  a  ?o'^'»".f «!  Ti,'  r  o°f  1  TreSry  Depa  tment  of  thi's  State, 
'^r.^::lllTiZXV^^^^^  -^«  tLe.aminationof.it- 

"-^^esolution  .as  loaded  with  n^^^^^ 

ty,  and  then  voted  down^  Bnt  daJ^f  «J  "^"y  ^^^  ,  that  stood  pledged  to  "  a 
offered,_and  every  '^^^.^^'^yj'^'J^'fyic  Officers"  until  at  last,  fearing  the  effect 
more  rigid  accountability  of  oui  P"''''°  °°7j°'  g  ji  rewrted  to  the  following 
of  their^refusal  and  yet  ''-^^-g  .''^^  «Pr;KoK  ^^  -^estiga' 

trick,  presenting  the  W<=a™°^«  f  ;^'^°;''v^^^^^  -^e  them  p<^er  to  send  for 
tion.  They  voted  a  commi'teo  of  ^^^^^^^f^^^^^,  Committee  V"  repumcans 
persons  and  P^P^rs,  ^ni  V^^^ACTmocv^^^c  member  of  the  committee,  re- 
and  one  democrat  Mr.  ^^^°'*^'J°  treasurer  and  the  other  State  officers  for  aa 
guested  them  '«  -l^^X inte  tr™  and'of  the  public  accounts ;  the  committee 
examination  of  the  funds  in  the  treasury  51^,^  Treasurer,  as  a  member  of 

refused  to  do  so.     Mr.  Jlanter  caiieu  ^P""  Treasurer's  department,  and 

said  committee,  and  asked  for  an  -^"a     ke  requ  s^of  he  ^ecrefary  of  State 
it  was  peremptorily  refused      He  made  a  U^e  req"  the  treasury  locked 

and  met  with  »  similar  refusal-Mr.  ^j'^'f^^.f '^'"  V^^  y^.  He  asked  of  the 
and  the  books  containing  the  public  ^«'=°"f;^f„^ft^S'acte^  "'^^^  »<"  ^«««"*<^ 
House  the  usual  power  granted  to  '=°'"'"  "«^f  t°^  ^^elire  StatTofficers  to  submit 
.  skamio  send  ^^  F-"- ^tS'^^  .^^Sat  Z'eXr  voting  againstj 
toareaZmvestigation  t(  '"?' '.f  "%„' tf";?,  ^u^ing  the  regular  session  of  1859, 
and  every  democrat  voting  for  it.  «°iS"'  '^"""S,  '  gatedlv  voted  down.  Two 
resolutions  of  a  similar  tenor  were  °fff"^' ^^^^^'^J^Pfeach!  stand  by  the  record 
republican  Legislatures,  ^^dpjery  republican  mem^^^^^  ^^  ^^ 

co'nvicted  of  shielding  ^-^^  huiiBg  from  -  oun^^^^^^^^  ^^^  ^ 

;"rS  f  f *?xSiro7its  Sr^oes  ^grUy  thus  shrink  from  invest. 


prevent 

gation?     Never-never  I  ?«j  io  n  -  oua  m 

..tfi  10  vuA       The  Expose. 


:     Double-dealing  in  i;o}iiics,  as  well  as  in  -f  l-^^f/Jr^telera!  ^tS 
On  the  first  day  of  January  ll.^*',^^^'^^^^^^^^^  payment,  but  came  home 

''xtef^Sy  is  heard  something  about  the  action  of  th.  Board  of  State  And 

torliribe^,  and  the  Lansing  i^^i'«^^-^?t^:f]^- ^'^^.^irirth,  1859. 

"  The  Board  proceeded  with  the  settlement  of  the  State  Treasurer's  accomit,  1 

'^i"|h=e  Hunter.  Deputy  Treasurer,  being  sworn  -d  e-mined  wc  find  th 
on  the  30th  November  last  the  Treasurer  had  on  hand  m  cash,  m  the  vaui.s 
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treasury  and  in  legally  constituted  banks  of  deposit  the  snni  of  fiff„  *l  .        j  . 
hundred  and  s.^tyseven  and  TS-IOOths  dollars  7$50,267  73)    a  so  ^at  thf  ?  11 

^^^oXtLXmJ^'^A^tit:^^^^^^  •'"f  f  r  -venty-three  and 

99-lOOths  dollars   ($16,205  99)     Loom7rlwiT?i     7t  ^^°^'^^  ^^^  ^^^  and 

deposits  or  sums  of  monev  are  sconr-^rt  K  T         Tl     ,  (*5,OO0) ;  none  of  which 
M05  of  the  Session  Laws  of  1855  ^  ^^"^"'^  ^'"'^'  ''  ^^l'""'^  b?  ^"t  No. 

*cat7mLX"E'f  HaTel'^'nVor fn  "^ff'.r"'  Pl^ ?'^'*  -  ^  ^^««'P*  "^  certifi- 

dated  July  iCi  859  whth  we  de^mtlcu^e^t^^^^^^^^  K^"""'^'  (*^'''''«°')  '^'^-l'  - 
in  the  State  treasury  '"''°,?'5!f<""«>  ^'«'  ^^ich  wo  cannot  regard  as  cash 

Sng  in  all'to  the  sum  of  oThundred  and  ten^  th  T'*^  f  ""I  °{  """"•^J''  ™°""t- 
and  7S-I00ths  dollars  r$lIoiQS7ro"t  t  °?''"'^  "i"^  '"""''■■^'l  «»<'  ninetyeight 
ury,  or  secured  by^rif/eSdlril:^^^^^^^^^^  ^"^  '°  ^«  -  *"«  StatJtre^- 

able  to  the  following  law,  approved  February  10,  1852     ^''''  ^'''''"'''  "''  '"»^"- 

all  f  rlitSitr'-aS^Ts  tZT^ZT'a^  p^bT'^L'^^-"-'  -^ 
are  hereby  required  to  mv  inf^^  <J.n  <3f.?r         !      ^      ^^^^'^  moneys  may  pass. 

case  .ay  L,  07^15^^"?  and  '  w  rtldiTors  'a?  thetf^'T  '^  *^ 
option  of  such  creditors,  or  to  civil  and  milit«L!,fl;  '  .1,  f  ^**^  "^^  ^^'  "'  '''« 
public  services,  at  the  optLn  7  uch  offi  Ir^fl!.  ''  'T^'-  '?  """P^^'^'ion  for 
they  shall  have  received^n^he  collecHnn  nf  t '         ''?>.*  description  of  funds  which 

andVges  to  passenge  ^on  th  "C^^^^^ 

and  disbursing  officers  or  acents  who  Sill  Z.t    '^"V!.,'''^  '''^°':^""'*  collecting 

^^.and  the  imprisonment  not  to'exceed  five  yl^arthVtcrron'7the 

Xit;X°- Je^^  '"-''  '-  P"Hishod  tl^-rno^Vn^L'tt^ra?? 

WVSti:^rttr«^^^^^^^^^^  ^'^^  -'«-^"^-  adding 

_^  For  this  $50,000  in  the  hands  of  Hazel  ton  &  Co.  the  Governor  nnrl    Aff 

S^d  /rwr^ip'of^St^f^rcTi l%rt'r;  -^  -  ^^^'p-^ 
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We  here  drop  the  point  of  "a  more  rigid  accountability  of  our  public  officers," 
with  the  single  question— what  do  all  these  facis  mean  ? 

A  Speedy  Payment  of  the  Balance  of  the  Public  Debt. 

fn^^'T^^^'^^P'''^^'^'^^'^^^^^""^  *^^^  State  in  the  most  favorable  condition 
to  ^eep  tnis  promise. 

Governor  Bingham,  in  his  inaugural  message,  says  : 

"■I  am  happy  to  congmlulate  yon,  on  your  meeting,  07i  the  hishln  prosnerms 
condztwn  of  tke  State.  During  the  past  year  the  fields  rf  agriculture  haC  yf e  dTd 
an  abundance  and  the  husbandman  is  receiving  a  rich  reward  for  his  industry-the 
mechanic  and  laborer  have  been  well  requited  for  their  toil-every  branch  of  trade 
and  commerce  has  met  wah  signal  suecess-^A.  tide  of  emiffratL  has  brouS  a 
large  accession  to  our  numbers  of  an  intelligent,  an  enterprising  class  of  citizens- 
t^  unoccupied porttom  of  ovr  State  have  been  rapidly  fiUmg  np-ihe  invests 
of  education  havereceived  unusual  attention-our  schools  and  semkaries  of  learn' 

Sghll'r°Sulraf d^u't^^-^'"''  ■^•"fP'"^^^'  ^™''^-^-'^'  -^  P--  Fe-" 

Is^d^ayTf  DLtlH^t^SS^aOS."  '"''  '''^''''' ''''  "''  ""  ^^^  ^  "^ 
Auditor  General  Jones,  in  his  report  dated  Dec.  10,  18.55,  says  • 

sales  of'sXlfj/"-.'"  't%^''^r^;J''^t^  *>«  income  from  specific  taxes  and  the 
sales  ot  IMate  lands,  it  is  believed,  will  be  found  sufficient  to  defray  the  ordinary 

aKmulof  tT'"''"'°S'"''  ^'^' P'o^-Vtly  the'^interest  on  the  pubic  debf, 
ana  so  much  of  ihQ  j^nncipal  as  matures  previous  to  1860  "  ' 

fetate  Treasurer  Holmes  at  the  same  time  said  : 

''The  State  may  sofehj  rely  upon  a  fund  sufficient  to  meet  promptly  the  interest 

~X^^^^  ^'  the  .LS  find  he^^^^^^^ 

possessed  with  ample  resources  to  carry  out  the  liberal  plans  already  laid  for  pro- 
moting and  fostering  popular  education,  and  completing^nd  pu  W  in  s^^^^^^^^ 
operauon  our  several  State  institutions."     [See  Session  Laws  1857  P  555T 
^    Here,  then   is  republican  authority  that,  at  the  time  the  repub  ican  party  came 

tbe  interest  thereon  the  ordmary  expenses  of  the  State,  and  enough  besides  to 
r86r.ni.t^'^''M-P^'"'"  '""l'-^^  "^^  State  institutions,  was  provided  or  till 
Iftfis'h^,  fi  repubhcan  party  had  eight  years  to  provide  for  what  fell  due  in 
1863,  being  the  whole  of  the  State  indebtedness,  except  that  to  the  trust  funds 

How  the  Republicans  have  paid  the  Bonded  Debt  falling  due. 


Bonds  paid  in  1855. 

General  fniul  bonds, oto i  onn  nn 

Internal  Improvement  bonds. . . vxmn  nn 

^^-^^^^-- :;;;;:::::;:::::;:::;::  'iZll 

$   57,203  3G. 

Bonds  ^. aid  in  1856. 
Genera]  fund  bonds ^70  nnn  no 

Adjusted  bonds ^^^'^^  !  H 

o,v,ib  93 

$  82,63{;  93- 

Bonds  paid  in  1857. 

Adjusted   Bonds 4?  "  oro  jp 

Internal  improvement  warrant  bonds  ^  77-m  n/J 

Internal  improvement  ^-arrants '.".""*'."."''."*  325  50 

: $     7.195  OS 

Bonds  paid  in  1858. 


Internal  improvement  warrants g 
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Internal  impcpvement  warrant  bonds 1  220  80 

Adjusted   bonds OTfton  00 

Detroit  and  Pontiac  Railroad  bonds Is  000  00 

University  bonds •_ j|l97,80I  4[> 

$344,836  83 
By  reference  to  the  table  of  payments  of  appropriations.  State 
debt  and  interest  for  1859,  in  the  Report  of  the  Auditor  Gen- 
eral, the  following  items  of  indebtedness  paid  a\ypeaT  : 

Paid  Penitentiary  bonds ^     \28b  70 

Paid  adjusted  bonds '_ 

$366,122  53 

If  the  reader  will  now  turn  to  the  report  of  the  Auditor  General  for   1859,  he 
will  find  the  bonded  debt  increased  by  the  following  issues : 

llTotYslr^""^"""' :::::::::::::::::'-'-"-'-'."--'.^2f6'Soo 

SaiuS^Marieianal  bonds.'.'.'.*.'.'.'!.' ^^^'^^  ^^ 

$366,000  00 
Bonds  paid  as  above Zm,V22  53 

The  bonded  debt  of  the  State,  ihen,  has  been  diminished/in  five  years  by  the 
republican  party,  the  enormot^s  amount  of  one  hundred  and  tioentij-tioo  dollars  and 
/?}C^tecL/($122.53,)or  at  the  rate  of  $22.50  per  year  !  At  this  "  6^..^y" 
pace,  how  long  before  the  State  debt  would  be  paid?  ,       .     ,  .,      p^^^^. 

^  But  the  increase  of  debt  to  the  trust  funds  has  been  alarmingly  rapid^  Eyerj 
dollar  of  increase  debt  to  these  funds  ought  to  have  redeemed  the  bonded  debt  to 
that  amount.     Such  was   the  policy  of  the  democratic  party,  and  such  ought  to 

Lave  been  the  policy  of  every  party.  .    ,  .   -,  t^      on   iqco  nvV.;bif«  fhp 

The  report  of  the  Auditor  General,  page  16,  dated  Dec.  oO,  1859,  exhibits  the 

following  indebtedness  to  those  funds : 

TT  •        -4     f     ^  -S    154,854  78 

University  fund -^       8819  63 

University  interest. ^^'^-^  4^ 

State  building  fund 730  00 

Treasury  notes       -    g^^^g  ^^g  82 

Primary  schoolfund... ^^^  8^  ^^ 

Primary  school  interest '^^2  35 

Contingent  fund , 9  014  77 

Michigan  Central  Railroad  deposits ^^'^^^  ^^ 

Asylum  fund ^ •■.  i8*o''3  47 

Normal  Schoolfund ^t'ttit 5934  97 

Normal  School  interest - '  ^g  ^^ 

Michigan  Southern  Railroad  deposits -  ^     ^ 

St.  Joseph  Valley  Railroad  deposits ^^ 

Saut  Ste,  Marie  Canal  fund y^^'-^bl  02 

Swamp  land  fund.   3  '524  ^J 

Swanp  land  interest , o  co 

Oakland  and  Ottawa  Railroad  deposits 

$1,2S7,194  97 

The  Auditor  General's  report,  dated  December  31,  1854,  gives  the  following  ex- 
hibit of  the  same  funds : 

^^  .        .,     .      ,  $    104,889  25 

University  fund '^        ^^'049  62 

Univci-Bit y  interest  fund 494  525  04 

Primary  school  fund - 22  IS'^  62 

Primary  scliool  interest  fund ^'^^g  ^ g 

Normal  School  fund 45'«)03  76 

Swamp  land  tumi .    '^'. -g  5^ 

State  building  tnncl 222  35 

Contii:seut   fund 
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Treasury    notes 784  CO 

JVIichigan  Central  Railroad  deposits 2,148  41 

Michigan   Southern  Railroad  deposits 206  72 

St.  Joseph  Valley  Railroad  deposits - 115  00 

Oakland  <k  Ottawa  Railroad  deposits 100  88 

Total $    090,334  34 

The  debt  to  the  trust  funds  in  1859  was 1.287,194  97 

In  1854 690,334  34 

Increased  indebtedness $    596,860  63 

Indebtedness  to  the  Counties. 

By  reference  to  the  reports  of  the  Auditor  General  for  1854  and  1859,  it  will  be 
found,  with  reference  to  the  former  year,  that — 

The  counties  owe  the  State $     48,859  61 

And  the  State  owed  the  counties 507  62 

Leaving  a  balance  due  the  State  of $     48,351  99 

In  1859  the  State  owed  the  counties 124,669  69 

And  the  counties  owed  the  State 30,282  35 

Balance  due  the  counties $     94j387  34 

1854  and  1859  Compared. 

We  can  now  compare  the  condition  of  the  State  after  five  years  of  republican 
rule.     We  can  see  how  much  better  or  worse  off  the  State  is  in  its  financial  affairs: 

In  1859  the  State  owed  the  trust  funds $1,287,194  97 

The  State  owed  the  counties 94,387  34 

Total $1,381,582  31 

Cash  'on  hand .$163,573  36 

Decrease  of  bonded  debt 1 22  53 

$  163,695  89 

Liabilities  in  1859  beyond  means  on  hand $1,217,886  42 

In  1854  the  State  owed  the  trust  funds 690,334  34 

Cash  on  hand $552,000  08 

Due  from  counties 48,351  99 

$    600,.352  07 

Liabilities  in  1 854  beyond  means  on  hand $      89,982  27 

Liabilities  of  1859 1,217,886  42 

Liabilities  of  1854 89,982  27 

Increased  debt  and  liabilities $1 ,127,904  15 

Granting  that  none  of  the  $163,573.26  reported  to  be  on  hand  on  the  30th  De- 
cember, 1859,  will  be  lost  through  Hazleton  &  Co.,  the  Artisans'  Bank,  or  T.  0. 
Anthony,  the  State  has  actually  increased  her  obligations  one  million  one  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  four  dollars  and  fifteen  cents. 

The  Republican  Excuse  Again, 

But — say  the  republicans — "  Our  party  has  done  as  well,  if  not  better,  than  the 
democratic  party."     Let  us  see : 

The  following  extracts  from  two  of  the  leading  opposition  papers  after  the  elec- 
tion of  1841  show  what  the  democratic  Stale  officers  received  from  their  predeces- 
sors with  which  to  carry  on  the  State  government : 

'*  The  joy  of  the  locofocos  is  of  the  neuter  gender.  They  hardly  know  whether 
to  laugh  or  cry.  With  an  empty  treasury  and  five  million  debt,  and  with  no  money 
to  pay  either  interest  or  principal,  tlicy  feel  ihcy  have  their  hands  full.  And  the 
shrewd  among  them  see  that  they  will  burn  their  fingers  in  less  than  a  twelvemonth. 
For  our  part  we  pity  them,  although  we  cannot  but  laugh  at  their  perplexity." — 
T^ciroit  AJvcliscr, 
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"  The  locos  iifiay  rejoice  now,  bui,  alas  !  n,  *  winter  of  discontent'  is  dawning  upon 
them.  They  do  not  come  into  power  with  $80,000  in  the  treasury  and  a  five  mil- 
lion loan  upon  which  they  can  sport ;  but  with  an  empty  treasury,  a  ruiaed  credit 
and  a  worse  currency,  and  a  heavy  State  debt." — Pontiac  Courier. 

But  not  only  did  our  whig  predecessors  use  up  the  Treasury  of  the  State,  and 
ruin  its  credit,  but  actually  anticipated  $250,000  of  its  then  future  receipts  and  left 
that  additional  amount  of  debt  to  be  provided  for  by  tlieir  successors. 

Gov.  Barry  was  at  that  time  elected,  and  his  great  financial  skill,  honesty  and 
faithfulness,  was  relied  upon  by  the  people  to  bring  them  through  their  troubles. 
And  faithfully  did  he  perform  his  trust.  He  laid  down  the  democratic  policy, 
which  was  faithfully  followed  till  1855.  Let  us  see  what  he  says  of  the  condition 
of  the  State.     In  his  message,  January,  1842,  he  says: 

'•  The  whole  indebtedness  of  the  State  at  this  time  is  $6,260,286.09.  The  an- 
nual interest  on  the  sum,  at  six  per  cent,,  is  $375,617.18     *     * 

'•  To  pay  the  accruing  interest  on  our  indebtedness,  the  State  has  no  oi kei- xegn- 
lar  revenue  than  that  arising  from  the  net  earnings  of  the  Central  and  Southern 
Railroads,  which,  as  has  been  seen  in  1841,  was  only  $27,946.46.     *     * 

"  It  will  not,  however,  be  possible,  for  reasons  already  adverted  to,  to  meet  the  in- 
terest  for  tJie  present  on  the  public  debt.  The  semi-annual  interest  due  on  a  portion 
of  our  bonds  in  November  last,  as  well  as  the  interest  due  on  the  first  of  the  pres- 
ent month,  the  late  admmistration  have  found  it  impossible  to  meet,  and  the 
amounts  then  due  consequently  remain  unpaid.     *     * 

*•  No  funds  are  at  hand  even  to  px^y  ^f^'i^v  of  the  expenses  of  the  present  session 
of  the  Legislature,  or  any  other  expenses  necessary  to  keep  in  motion  the  ivheels  of 
the  government.  The  amou7it  of  scrip  outstanding  is  sufficient  to  absorb  all  the 
taxes  and  revenues^  for  the  support  of  tJie  State  government  for  the  next  two  years, 
and  by  consequence  to  keep  the  treasury  ivithout  any  means  during  that  time.''* 

At  the  end  of  twelve  years  the  people  forgot  the  rock  in  which  they  had  trusted, 
and  installed  a  party  that  came  into  power  with  the  promises  on  their  lips  which 
we  are  now  considering.  Their  chosen  chief,  Gov.  Bingham,  bore  the  following 
testimony  as  to  the  then  condition  of  the  State : 

"  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  congratulate  you,  at  your  meeting,  upon  the  highly 
favorable  and  pi'osperous  condition  of  the  State.     *     * 

*^The  State  is  parfectly  free  from  embarrassments  in  her  financial  condition^ 
and  it  is  believed  that,  by  the  practice  of  a  proper  system  of  economy,  qio  resort  to 
direct  taxation  will  be  required  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  government. 
*  *  *'The  funded  debt  of  the  State  amounts  to  $2,387,581.69.  *  *  There 
has  been  accumulated  in  the  State  treasury,  and  was  on  hand  on  the  1st  day  of 
December  last,  $552,000.08." 

With  the  fearful  embarrassments  of  1842,  and  the  '"''highly  prosperous'''  condition 
fo  1854,  we  leave  to  some  ambitious  republican  to  figure  out  how  much  of  corrup- 
tion could  have  been  practiced  consistent  with  the  improved  condition  of  tlie  State. 
It  should  not  be  forgotten  in  this  account  that  the  system  of  government  under  the 
old  constitution  was  much  more  expensive  than  that  should  be  under  the  constitu- 
tion of  1850.  The  long  annual  sessions  of  the  legislature  made  a  very  large  item 
to  be  provided  for. 

The  Lessening  of  the  Amount  of  Taxation. 

The  further  pledge  of  the  republican  party  was  "to  lessen  the  amount  of  taxation.^''' 
We  might  well  suppose  from  the  condition  of  the  State  that  this  promise  would 
have  been  made  in  good  faith,  and  could  easily  have  been  faithfully  kept. 

It  will  be  seen  that  Gov.  Bingham,  in  the  extracts  we  have  given  above,  repeated 
the  pledge  when  he  said  ''■no  resort  to  direct  taxation  will  be  required,"  and  his 
pledge  was  confirmed  by  the  declaration  of  two  of  his  Cabinet. 

In  1842,  as  stated  by  Gov.  Barry,  tlie  State  had  no  revenue  sources  except 
$27,946.46  from  the  railroads,  consequently  taxation  had  to  be  necessarily  high. 
As  the  State  acquired  other  resources,  direct  taxation  should  decrease.     The  speci- 
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fie  taxes  on  railroadsj  plankroads.  mining  companies,  banks,  brokers.  &c..  increase 
as  these  enterprises  increase  in  the  State,  and  as  their  taxes  increase  direct  taxation 
of  the  people  ought  to  decrease.      So  it  was  under  the  democratic  policy. 

In  1346,  the  entire  specific  taxes  amounted  to  $3,181.85.  In  1847,  the  first  year 
in  which  the  Central  and  Southern  Railroads  paid  any  tax,  it  amounted  to  $6,408.16. 
The  followiDg  table,  taken  from  the  official  reports,  will  show  the  direct  and  specific 
taxes  for  a  series  of  years  ; 

Direct  tax.  Specific  tax. 

1848 $150,719  $  17,284  96 

1849             102,416  18,541  84 

1850     113,768  24,404  20 

1851               106,000  27,717  30 

1852-         110,090  85,854  71 

1853 10,000  101,334  15 

1854     30,000  113,318  95 

1855               40,000  119,339  13 

1856 65,000  127,977  21 

1857 85,065  131.647  49 

1858 85,065  155,295  68 

1859 202,663  187,288  90 

1860 202,663     Estimated     200,000  00 

If  any  republican  can  sift  a  decrease  of  taxation  from  any  of  these  figures,  he  will 
be  welcome  to  the  consolation. 

We  ask  the  reader  to  examine  these  tables  carefully,  and  he  will  see  that  under 
the  democratic  administrations,  from  1848  to  1854,  inclusive,  that  as  fast  as  the 
specific  taxes  (which  are  collected,  railroads,  banks,  and  other  incorporated  compa- 
nies) increased,  the  direct  taxes  (which  are  levied  on  the  property  of  the  people.) 
decreased,  while  under  the  republican  administration,  from  1855  to  1860,  inclu- 
sive, both  the  direct  and  specific  taxes  have  gone  on  increasing  together,  and  the 
direct  taxes  the  fastest :  and  thus  we  see,  while  solemnly  promising  a  ^''lessening  of 
the  amount  of  iaxation^'^  they  have  increased  \\\q.  direct  State  tax  seven  fold^  be- 
sides adding  over  One  Million  of  Dollars  to  the  State  debt.  Will  the  peo- 
ple longer  sustain  such  profligacy  in  their  servants,  or  will  they  rise  in  their  might 
and  hurl  them  from  those  places  of  trust  which  they  have  so  long  abused  and  dis- 
graced. 

Republican  Excuse. 

The  Detroit  Tribune^  (republican,)  trying  to  excuse  these  stubborn  facts,  says : 

"  Take  the  tax  of  1859,  of  ^202,000,  the  largest  of  any  one  year,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  all 

the  tax  imp»sed,  and  more  too,  was  expended  for  benevolent  purposes  and  State  Institutions, 

of  which  Slichigan  may  well  be  proud,  and  not  a  dollar  for   the  'ordinary  expenses'  of  the 

State.     We  give  a  list  of  part  of  tlie  appropriations  and  amounts  for  that  year  :" 

Deaf,  Dumb,  and  Blind  Asylum $65,000 

Insane   Asylum 46,000 

Addition  to  State  Prison 27,000 

House  of  Correction 20,000 

Agricultural  College 37,500 

Relief  of  Gratiot,  Isabella,  tfcc 15,000 

Agricultural  Society 2,500 

State  Military  Organization 3,C<00 

Normal  School 7,000 

Total. ,$223,000 

Now  all  this  reads  well  enough,  but,  unfortunately  for  the  Tribune,  and  the  re 
publican  party,  there  is  a  vast  difference  between  the  Legislature  making  appropri- 
ations and  the  State  officers  paying  the  money  for  them.  We  have  carefully  exam- 
ined the  reports  of  the  Auditor  General  and  the  State  Treasurer  for  the  year  1859, 
to  ascertain  the  triUh  of  the  PAYMENT  of  these  appropriations,  and  they  show 
payment  as  follows : 

Total  on  account  of  Asylums $42,692  38 

House  of  Correction 2,000  00 

Agi-icultural  College 17,676  45 

Relief  of  Gratiot  and  Isabella  counties 11 ,386  21 

Agricultural  Society 2,500  00 
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Repairs  of  State  Prison  v 3,000  00 

State  Military  Organization 1,500  00 

Amount  actually  paid  out ^80,775  04 

This  is  from  reports  that  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Tribune  man  when  he  tried  to 
account  for  the  high  taxes  and  enormous  expenses,  by  parading  appropriations  to 
the  amount  of  $223,000,  and  claimed  they  were  paid,  when  only  $80,775.04  was 
paid — making  a  difference  in  this  one  little  matt^  of  $142,224.96  !  !  ! 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  specific  taxes  alone  exceeded  their  expenditures  on 
public  institutions  in  1859,  $106,513.86,  leaving  the  remainder  and  all  of  the  direct 
taxes  to  be  applied  '■\for  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  government.'''' 

Like  all  other  republican  excuses  for  their  wasteful  extravagance,  (to  use  the 
mildest  phrase.)  when  sifted  and  examined  it  has  no  foundation  in  fact. 

The  Capefu!  Presepvation  of  the  Trust  Funds. 

The  fifth  pledge  of  the  republican  pai'ty  was,  in  fact,  a  careful  looking  after  the 
interests  of  the  Primary  Schools  and  the  University. 

How  diligent  they  have  been  in  the  application  of  these  funds  to  their  objects 
for  the  past  few  years,  the  whole  people  know.  They  know  that  not  till  after 
months  have  expired  that  the  funds  should  have  been  distributed,  did  they  reach 
their  great  objects.  The  treasury  was  not  in  a  condition  to  make  a  ^'diligent  ap- 
plication.^^ 'SN hsit  furi/ier  calamity  is  to  overtake  the  adqjinistration  of  this  fund 
the  people  may  too  soon  realize. 

But  the  policy  of  the  republican  party  exhibits,  in  a  most  extraordinary  light,  a 
culpable  indifference  to  the  interest  of  the  Primary  Schools.  The  constitution  pro- 
vides that  after  "the  extinguishment  of  the  State  debt,"  other  than  due  to  the  edu- 
cational funds,  "  all  specific  State  taxes,"  except  from  mining  companies,  ''  shall  be 
added  to  and  constitute  a  part  of  the  Primary  School  interest  fund."  In  other 
words,  the  constitutional  convention  expected  that  the  State  debt  would  be  all  paid 
off  by  1 864,  and  that  thereafter  the  specific  taxes  would  be  distributed  annually  for 
the  benefit  of  Primary  Schools.  But  the  republican  party  have  already  put  off  this 
day  for  twenty  years.  This  frittering  away  $200,000  a  year  for  twenty  years  is 
certainly  a  "  careful  preservation"  of  the  Primary  School  fund. 

The  Lands  Belonging  to  the  State. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  refer, to  republican  legislation  in  reference  to  the  tax 
lands,  and  swamp  lands,  to  which  the  6th  division  of  the  resolution  refers.  The 
legislation  of  1857,  which  the  Commissioner  of  the  State  Land  Office  refused  to 
carry  out;  the  legislation  of  185^,  under  which  we  had  the  extensive  swamp  land 
advertisements  for  the  benefit  of  the  republican  press;  the  legislation  of  1859,  which 
put  400,000  acres  in  the  hands  of  partisans  for  speculation ;  the  legislation  of  1858, 
to  put  tax  titles  beyond  the  reach  of  investigation,  are  all  in  harmony  with  the 
spirit  of  republicanism.  The  interests  of  the  people  are,  with  them,  as  nothing; 
plunder  for  their  party  in  this  liiatter,  as  in  everything  else,  being  the  paramount 
object  of  their  policy.  | 

Republican  Excuses  Again. 

They  charge  that  the  democratic  party  is  wholly  responsible  for  originating  the  State  debt. 
This  is  not  true.  In  1836,  when  the  State  was  rapidly  settling,  every  branch  of  industry  was 
prosperous  and  speculation  rife,  the  minds  of  the  lohole  people  were  dazzled  with  the  project  of 
a  splendid  scheme  of  internal  improvements — whigs  and  democrats  were  all  with  one  voice  in. 
favor  of  pledging  the  credit  of  the  State  for  money  to  carry  out  the  projected  improvements. 
When  the  proposition  came  before  the  Legislature,  every  member  of  both  parties  voted  for  the  Jive 
mUlion  loan  bill.  Governor  Bikgham>  one  of  the  chief  originators  of  the  republican  party  and  now  its 
head,  was  then  a  member  of  the  legislature  and  voted  for  the  bill.  He  went  further  :  when  a  motion 
was  made  to  reduce  the  amount  to  ^2,500,000,  Bikqham  voted  against  it. 

Again,  it  is  well  known  that  the  opponents  of  the  democratic  party  were  in  power  from 
January  1st,  1840,  to  January,  1842.  Upon  examining  the  journals  and  documents  for  those 
years,  we  find  that  the  whigs  received  and  expended  of  this  loan 

Inl840 $920,533  01 

Inl841 800,212  88 

Anaonnting  ia  the  two  years  to  the  enormous  Bum  of.  .$1,720,745  89 
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•     J    f  +v«  -nrVinlp  loan      These  facts  are  tat  en  from  the  re- 
about  one  half  that  .ras  CTer  rfce.ved  of  the  '^hole^  \^^n^hc  voted  for  and  ^stained  the  loan 

^ngaC_r;Sribeae.oc.a.s.i,h^ 

Pomia!  Kail  Road  C°"E;tXrs^e?e  members  of[he  Legislature,  and  both  ™ted  for 

^:C-.^^^f^§^:^:^]£'^:^?:^:'i..^^,  that  .he  democanc  State  Treas- 

m-er,  ol  retiring  I'^o  V.STohrwhLl  whlL  the  t^Jes.  had.  by  prudent  xnanagemeBt 

Hcan  successor  over  $469,000,  yi^^f,'!^''^..!^         o^^ators  and  presses  chai'ge,  (yet  knowing  its 
.  accumulated  in  the  treasury.     ^.^l^^^'^J^P^ep  T^^^  for  the  purposes  of  private  specula- 

utter  falsity,)  that  the  democratic  ofcgers  ^^P^  ^^^^^J^^^J        ;j  dry  StaU  debt  that  uas  due, 

tion,  instead  cf  VfVll^\^f^^,^Xl\v'n^^^^^  ^^^  ^'^'^'^  °^  l""^  ^I^^'  '^ 

whenever  preserded     ^liey  Jiad  by  th^^  ^^^^^  p,eferred  to  keep  them,  ftccay-se 

high,  that  the  holders  of  t^^^ ,f;^.^^^^i^^!^J  ,^^,,  into  power,  dlk  they  pay  ^^^^  ^'f  '^f', '''t  f 
thiy  were  above  par.     When  the  ^ ep^bbcans  came  i n i^  ^.^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^ 

,nLy  which  v^  paid  over  Jo  them  ?  Jo  ^^^J^l^XTuds  to  pay  the  old  bonds  with,  and  also 

'ioZini'^^^^^^^  ..a...VnW.    Think  of  these  things, 

fou  tho iave  the  taxes'o  pay,  and  act  accordingly! 

Conclusion. 

From  the  foregoing  facts  it  wiU  }^^^-XZv:Z^''^iu!nf.i^^^^^^  t^^tii., 

the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  governmeuu 

an  increase  of  over  one  hundred  per  cmi.  accotmtabUUy  of  our  puUic  offi^rs,"  has  been 

2d.  Their  pledge  of  requiring  "«  Xlof  mc^^  undVthe  law  the  State  Treasurer 
redeemed  by  refusing  U>  remove  f^.^,  ^^^^^^^^.f  S  ofXs^^  at  a  pix>bab^  loss  of 

^o^rthl^ntlojci^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^"^^^'  ^'  ^^  "^^' 

ner  in  which  the  people's  money  had  been  espende  redeemed  by  squander- 

3d.  Their  pledge  of  -'  a  speedy  pa^e^  o/  tf^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ,,  ,te  whole  account 

ing  the  $469,000  in  cash  P^^  ovei  to  Uiem  Dy  u^  DOLLARS. 

inlreasing  the  State  debt  OV^.^^f^  ^ll^toftaxaiM'  they  have  redeemed  by  increasing 
4th.  Their  pledge  of  -  e^in^  the  ^}^'   J     ^    people,  7i^ar/v  s^i^i  hxmdred  per  ce,it 

the  direct  tax,  which  is  levied  upon  f  ^  P^P^J^';^'^^^^?,?^^^;.^;  School  and  Urdverdty  Fund, 
5th.  Their  pledge  o    '<  a  <^lffj['^fZ  thi^h  Lj  are  createdr  they  have  redeemed 
and  their  dUigent  application  to  ^^'' ^'J^J^'^^J^^^    crovernment,  the  $596,860.63  which  they 

by  squandering,  in  increased  ^^^f  °f  ?j^^^^^  Trust  Fun'Ss,  instead  of  applying 

hid  received  of  the  P"?'^^,^^,^^^^  as  was  the  true  policy-they  having  only 

them  to  the  payment  o^^he  bonded  debt  ot  me  ^ta    ,  ^^       ^^^^ 

lessened  the'k)nded  debt  of  the  State  m^jejea^^^^^^  party  when  they  came  into 

These,  fellow  citizens,  were  the  pl^g^s  oi  ^^^^  ^  P^        ^^  ^^^^  ^e  ask  you  m  all  can- 

powei-,  and  this  is  the  way  m  ^^ich  tbey  have  l^een  reaeem  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^.^.^^.^^^ 

Sor,  do  vou  wish  this  policy  continued  ?Dim^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  G  ,. 

republican  administrations,  the  first  f^7^Jf^^^7^f^^/^    exSavagant,  wasteful  policy.     Austin 

•Wisniii-  of  the  last.     Both  pursued  the  ^^^^^^j^^H'J  in  his  public  speeches  since 

Blair,  the  present  republican  nominee  for  ^/^^^^^' ^i  s^oToovernors  Bingham  and  Wisner, 

hS^imination  endorsed  the  pohcy  ^^'^^^J^'^'^XTTe^^^^^^  So='if  the  republican 

and  the  Republican  State  Conventions  have  failed  to ^^       ^^  ^^^.^  and  squandering 

repuSrc^n'senator  when  the  J-  biU  was  under  --^-^-^1^^^^  object.     «  Oh 

iii  up  the  taxing  business  rather  ^'^^^^.^  ^f  !.^r^\Jo^n  but  theTwhen  election  comes  on, 
yTs."  the  republTcan  replied.  "  we  are  doing  it  r^J^  b^own^  Dui  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^ 

ITLve  oray\  moMe  a  -Wf-^^^^^'J.^f^  itelging  their ^State  affairs,  and  think  they 
gi-re  the  people  no  credit  for  i"''="'g^'<^T'°;:",l,„^r  minds  on  the  slavery  question,  and  they 
have  only  to  talk  about  the  "foor  "'^°;,  f.^.^^'^'^eTo^  and  beUeve  differently;  we  thiii 
(the  people)  will  vote  the  republican  ticket  hM  ^  hope  ^^ 

thetTop^eofthisStatearetiredofpajingAmW.!-^/^^^^^^^     j^^^  ^^^  ]^,^ 

-ffie'state  Treasury  is  bankrupt  to^  ay      a  he  approp  ^^J^^^^ 

^e  unpaid  arid  ^^-^  ^  "i"  f  .tr^^of  De*^^^^^^        P-'"^^'^'  ^^  *^"  ''"^^ 
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the  Treasury  which  he  found  empty.  It  raised  the  public  credit  from  60  per 
cent,  below  par  to  above  par.  He  brought  economy  and  rigid  accountability  into 
every  department  of  the  government.  It  needs  just  such  a  man  at  the  helm  of 
government  in  the  present  crisis,  though  the  Detroit  Advertise)'  (republican)  says 
Gov.  Barry  is  '•'  only  fit  to  stand  at  tlie  door  of  the  Treasury  and  growl  at  every 
sixpence  loaid  out^^  Had  he  been  at  the  hehu  of  government  for  the  last  five 
years,  the  State  would  have  been  one  million  of  dollars  better  off  than  it  now  is. 
The  people  demanded  his  re-nominalion.     They  will  see  that  he  is  elected. 

S.  D.  ELWOOD, 
EDWARD  KANTER, 
FIDUS  LIVERMORE, 
HENRY  C.  GILBERT, 
JOHN  P.  COOK, 
R.  P.  BARKER, 
GEO.  K.  JOHNSON, 
W.  L.  P.  LITTLE, 
Detroit,  September,  1860.  J.  Q.  McKERNAN, 

state  Central  Committee. 
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ss. 


STATE  OF  MICHIGAN, 

JACKSON    COUNTY, 

Joseph  M.  Griswold,  of  Lansing,  Mich.,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that 
he  has  examined  the  foregoing  figures  qs  quoted  from  the  official  documents  of  this 
State,  and  compared  them  with  the  oSlcial  documents,  and  that  in  every  instance 
he  believes  the  figures  to  be  correctly  quoted. 

JOSEPH  M.  GRISWOLD. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  t|iis  3d  day  of  September.  A.  D.  1860. 

G.  P.  griswold',  Notary  Public. 
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